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17 April 2010

The Plainview Holiday Inn

Plainview, New York

Dear Members and Friends,

It is with great pleasure that we welcome you to the 54th Annual Q-8 Company Dinner. The 

dinner began in the 1950ôs when Company Q, 8th Regiment, National Society of Pershing 

Rifles was founded at Hofstra University.  We pay tribute to our founder and namesake, 

General of the Armies John Joseph Pershing, by continuing to support Q-8 and General 

Pershingôs belief in the discipline, teamwork and camaraderie that young people need to 

become effective leaders.  

This year we welcome eight new brothers to the fraternity. This brings our total to over 20 

active members.  We have one member, our Commander P/R CPT Alex McHale who 

graduating and being commissioned as a 2LT in Aviation this May.  P/R 2LT Mike Kocsis will 

graduate and be Commissioned in December in the Signal Corps.  We thank them both for a 

job well done, and wish them the best on active duty.

I also want to thank all of the Alumni.  You have made a difference in these young people's 

lives.  When people ask me what we do, I tell them we help prepare our future generation.  

We mentor and advise our active members during their tenure at Q-8 and provide a global 

network of brothers who open their hearts and provide a friendly face, a home to visit, and a 

network of support that makes our brothers feel at home anywhere there are Pershing 

Riflemen.  I couldnôt be more proud of all that we have accomplished together.  I am very 

proud to call you my brothers.

I am grateful for the opportunity that you have given me to lead this association.  We have 

high hopes for the new members and wish our new alumni the best of luck in their careers.

Thanks to all of you for your continuing support!

Bill
William J. Wagner, Jr. ó78

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Q-8 Alumni Association, Inc.

prq8alumni.com



United States National Anthem

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare,  the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

O say, does that Star-Spangled Banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

The Pershing Rifles Hymn
To the tune of ñThe Halls of Ivyò

Oh! We love the Pershing Rifles

For true love and brotherhood

That it has brought among U.S.

As no one ever could.

Oh! Weôll always love and serve thee

Though we may be far apart

For in our hearts we know

That you will brighten up our day.

For as we journey on

The love that we have shown

Will always hold U.S.

Brothers in the bond.

Someday we will return

And then weôll understand

Why every P/Rôs heart lingers here.

Oh! We love the Pershing Rifles

And we will try our best to be

Of noble men, who march for thee

Throughout eternity.



The 8th Regimental and National Colors were donated for use by the brothers of the Q-8 Alumni Association.

1. Major Colors:

White ïSignifies purity, life, and cleanliness.

Royal Blue- Signifies loyalty, devotion, friendship, justice, and truth.

2. Helmet of Pericles: The symbol of chivalry, the cornerstone of the character of every PR member. It is a

prime requisite for the conduct, a necessary part of every true heart.

3. Chameleon: The chameleon atop the helmet symbolizes the tri-service aspect of the National Society and its  

membersô adaptability to change and constant preparedness.

4. Helmet Torse: Represents the Pershing Rifles active cord.

5. Lower Scroll: The scroll bears the written name of the regiment.

6. Numerical Designation: Refers to the 8th Regiment in the traditional military style.

7. Shield: The shield is the symbol of readiness to meet any situation anywhere, on the battlefield or wherever we may    

be called. The six white stripes on the shield refer to the PR membership ribbon and stand for: 

8.Upper Scroll: Contains the 8th Regimental motto, which is a quote from the great Carthaginian General Hannibal, 

ñWe will either find a way, or make oneò

9.Crest: The American bald eagle symbolizes immortality, courage, farsightedness and strength.  It is grasping 

13 arrows in its right talon and an olive branch in its left, symbolizing readiness in peace and in war.  The head 

faces the olive branch, vigilantly seeking peace.

Heraldry

8th Regimental Colors

National Society of Pershing Rifles

ÅDevotion to country     

ÅBoldness 

ÅReadiness to meet any situation

ÅLeadership 

ÅMilitary proficiency

ÅScholarship



19:00 - Cocktail Hour / Silent Auction

Entertainment: DJ

19:55 - Guests Are Seated

20:00 ïPosting of Colors

National Anthem

20:10 - Invocation

20:15 - Formal Toasts (See next page; no ad-libs please!)

20:20ïQ-8 Commanderôs Remarks

Introduction of New Brothers

Presentation of Fraternity Pins

20:30 - Dinner and Dancing

Entertainment: DJ

21:30 - Alumni Chairmanôs Remarks

21:35 ïCeremonies

Q-8 Year in Review

Q-8 Pershing Rifles Awards

Scholarship Announcements

Company Q-8 Change of Command

8th Regimental Change of Command

21:50 - Presentation of Alumni Awards

Induction of Honorary Brothers

Ronald B. Midgette Leadership Award

Benjamin Freed Devotion to Duty Award

Thomas F. Zvonik Brotherhood Award

Jewish War Veterans Award

Michael J. Constantinou Alumnus of the Year Award

22:00 - Retiring of the Colors

Entertainment: DJ

24:00 ïEnd

Program



Response: Repeat the Toast

The United States of America - Mr. Ridley

The Commander in Chief - Mr. Cameron

The United States Army - LTC Boden

The United States Air Force   - 2LT Cosgrove

To General of the Armies

John Joseph Pershing - 1LT Poe

The National Society 

of Pershing Rifles - P/R MG Scholand

The 8th Regiment - 1LT Day

To Company Q-8 - P/R CPT  McHale

The Q-8 Alumni Association  - Mr. Wagner

The Federation of Pershing - Mr. Scheuermann

Rifles Alumni Associations

Response: Hear, hear!

To HOFSTRA University 

and all of our Alma Maters - LTC(R) Farinella

To our honored guests - Ms. Peterson

To all of our service 

members at home

and abroad - LTC(R) Bilello

To absent friends - Mr. Zvolensky

The Traditional Q-8 Toast: - All

Not for me,

Not for you,

But for Q!

Formal Toasts

(No ad-libs please!)



Alex McHale P/R CPT Commander

Josh Hlavka P/R 1LT Executive Officer

Alexandria Wiedenbaum P/R 1SG First Sergeant

S-1/FINCO

Mike Kocsis P/R 2LT S-3 Operations & Training

Jewlianna Serrano P/R SFC Asst S-3 Training

Zeki Ozylimaz P/R SFC S-4 Supply

Matt Clements P/R MSG S-5 IFC Representative

Nelson Collado P/R PV2 Asst S-1 Alumni Representative

Anuray George P/R PVT

Shaheeran Khan P/R PVT

Matthew Roberts P/R PVT

Christopher Morrison P/R PVT

Paul Omichinski P/R PVT

Alexander James P/R PVT

Jennifer Meister P/R PVT

Katie Surico-Jacques P/R PVT

Agatha Sanchez P/R PV2

Carlos Vilela P/R PV2

Pedro Ramos P/R MSG

Josh May P/R PV2

Kathryn Funcheon P/R PV2

LTC Michael Boden ROTC Faculty Adviser

Chairman Bill Wagner ó78

Vice Chairman Jim Ridley ó82

Secretary Kaitlin Peterson ó02

Treasurer Paul Farinella ó65

Hofstra Alumni Organization Representative Matt Zvolensky ó87

Trustee Tony Bilello ó74

Trustee Jim Cameron ô68

Hofstra Staff Liaison Gwendolyn Wade

Recruiting Officer/ Historian Rudy Pascucci ô74

General Counsel Peter Lomtevas ó78

Q-8 Alumni Association

Board of Trustees and Staff 2009

Company Q-8 Members 2009



The Ronald B. Midgette Leadership Award 

This award is presented to the active member of Company Q-8 who has most consistently demonstrated the 14 

leadership traits of justice, judgment, decisiveness, integrity, dependability, tact, initiative, enthusiasm, bearing, 

unselfishness, courage, knowledge, loyalty, and endurance.

Ron Midgette was a leader in every sense of the word. He helped raise his siblings after the death of his 

parents and enlisted in the U.S. Army prior to attending Hofstra University. While at Hofstra, Ron took a job with 

Public Safety to help pay for college and support his family.  He enrolled in the Army ROTC program at the 

University, and pledged Q-8, all while remaining in the Army Reserves.

Ron was assigned to the 423rd MP Company in Hempstead, N.Y., as a platoon leader after he was 

commissioned a second lieutenant. Ron was always there to lend advice or simply listen. He was elected Q-8 

Company Commander and helped steer the company in the right direction during some tough times. Many a 

future Q-8 Commander or ROTC cadet modeled themselves after Ron's leadership style, and his impact was 

felt in many ways.

Tragically, Ron was lost to a heart attack in the mid-1980s.  Several months after his death, his wife gave birth 

to their only child, a daughter who never knew him. One thing is certain ïRon Midgette will never be forgotten.

The Benjamin Freed Award for Devotion to Duty

This award is presented to the active member of Company Q-8 who has most consistently demonstrated the 

spirit of mission accomplishment, commitment to duty, and personal courage. 

Ben Freed stood out in a crowd. He endeavored, despite a learning disability, to become one of the programôs 

finest cadets. His devotion to duty and personal commitment were unparalleled in the ranks of Q-8. Ben joined 

the Ranger Challenge Team, volunteered for Airborne School and was a standout ROTC cadet and PR brother. 

As a pledge, he was unshakeable and devoted to his pledge brothers and would always shoulder much more 

than his fair share of the pledge burdens. As a brother, he was the life of the party and the center of every good 

time. Many of the brothers and military leaders he came in contact with frequentlt commented that they wished 

they had 40 Ben Freeds in their unit. There was no one more motivated. He never quit until the mission was 

complete.

While still a cadet, Ben joined the National Guard and attended Basic and Advanced Individual Training, 

earning his infantry blue cord. He was selected to be part of the Long Range Reconnaissance Unit of the 101st 

Cavalry, 42nd Infantry Division. He volunteered for extra training, graduating from JOTC in Panama. In 1990, 

during Desert Shield, Ben and 11 of his Long Range Surveillance Unit team members relocated to Georgia to 

join the newly mobilized 48th Infantry Brigade, with the intention of serving in the Gulf War. However, the war 

ended before his unit completed training at the NTC. But the active duty bug had bitten Ben, and he couldnôt 

wait for a commissioning. He enlisted in the regular Army and was stationed with B Company, 2d battalion 504 

Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division. He finally felt at home, completing his lifeôs dream to be a 

soldier. He thrived in this environment, earning his Expert Infantry Badge and graduating at the top of his Fort 

Bragg pre-Ranger class.

Ben volunteered and was selected for Ranger School, where on 13 March 1992 he awoke displaying the same 

enthusiasm, spirit and determination that he gave every day of his life. But on that day he tragically lost his life 

following his passion and giving his all. His death sent shock waves through the ranks of Q-8. We had lost a 

great friend and brother, and the Army lost a great soldier. It is for all this that we dedicate the Annual Devotion 

to Duty Award in the name of Ben Freed.



The Thomas F. Zvonik Brotherhood Award 

This award is presented to the active member of Company Q-8 who has most consistently demonstrated the 

fraternal bonds of the society, and has selflessly devoted his tenure to the members of his fraternity.

Tom Zvonik (1980), or TZ as we all knew him, was the epitome of a brother. TZ was the ROTC adviser to Q-8 

who pledged as an active duty Sergeant First Class to demonstrate his commitment to the brotherhood. TZ did 

several tours of duty in Vietnam. He never spoke of his duty there and never wore any of the awards he 

received. This experienced Non Commissioned Officer joined our ranks because of his affection for the 

members and his belief in the societyôs ideals. TZ opened his heart, his home and his family to us. Many a 

brother with nowhere else to turn spent a night or holiday with TZ and his wife, Cyd, and their children. The 

invitation was always open, you never had to ask, and you could show up anytime, day or night. No questions 

were asked, no lectures given. You only had to be in need and you were accepted as family. TZ went above and 

beyond his role as adviser, and ensured that P/Rs were always taken care of at ROTC. After his tour at Hofstra, 

TZ continued to be a focal point of the fraternity by being ñQ-8 Forwardò in Nuremberg, Germany, and hosting 

European-based brothers or visitors. TZ retired as a  Master Sergeant at Fort Riley, Kansas, and passed away 

suddenly in 2001. He truly was our teacher, our brother, and our friend.

The Michael J. Constantinou Alumni of the Year Award

This award is presented to an alumnus. who has exhibited leadership, selflessness, and a penchant for doing 

whatever he can for the active members, the alumni and the association. The alumnus who receives this award 

should exhibit all the characteristics of the active members, such as leadership, devotion to duty and 

brotherhood.

Michael J. Constantinou was truly a brother to be admired and respected. He pledged Q-8 not once, not twice, 

but three times. The first two times he pledged were unsuccessful, and yet he still came back for a third try 

during a time when each cycle was 13 weeks long. After successfully completing the pledge cycle, which now 

meant his total pledging time was 39+ weeks and counting, Mike was then inducted into Q-8 in the Fall of 1963.

After a tour of duty in Vietnam and one in the Persian Gulf War, time and illness forced Mike out of his beloved 

Army. For those who knew Mike, he was a source of inspiration; a brother who never forgot his beginnings and 

came to every Company Dinner, including the 2002 version after a six-year halt to the event.

In September 2003 Mike was hospitalized after years of illness caught up with him, and he passed away on 

March 23, 2004, exactly one month before the next Company Dinner. That dinner was named in his honor, and 

the first recipient of the Michael J. Constantinou Alumnus of the Year Award was recognized in front of a crowd 

of his peers, his friends, his brothers.



Thanks to our 

Chinese Auction

Sponsors!

Please join me in thanking them by 

patronizing their businesses

or by thanking them in person for their generosity

Å Jim & Joanne Cameron ô67

Å Dr. Michael Fishkin ô66

Å Mr. Richard Cacciato ô64

Å LTC (R) Anthony Bilello ó74

Å Mrs. Clara Wagner

Å Bill Wagner ô78

Å LTC (R) Rick Squeri ó82

Å Mr. Bill Ryan ô79

Å Law firm of Lester, Schwab, Katz & Dwyer

Å T&T Gunnery

Å A Taste of Home Bakery

Å Executive Ground Transportation



Sanders, Sanders, Block, Woycik, Viener & Grossman, P.C.

The Sanders Firm is based in Long Island and is one of the largest 

New York law firms specializing in protecting the rights of innocent 

victims who have suffered personal injury as the result of the 

negligence of others. The hallmark of our firm is its unique capacity 

to achieve favorable results while offering comprehensive care to 

every client.

Since 1974, our lawyers have secured millions of dollars in 

settlements and jury verdicts for thousands of clients who have 

suffered personal injury. Today we continue to fight for the rights of 

our clients. Contact our firm and find out if we can help you.

For a lawyer to be able to help you, he must understand you and 

you should understand your lawyer. Our law offices contain lingual 

staff at your service, if you would like a translator please let us 

know. You can contact us at:

Mineola Office 

100 Herricks Road

Mineola, NY 11501 

Tel: 1(800) 526-6670 

Fax: (516) 741-0799

Bronx Office 

220 East 161st Street

Bronx, NY 10451 

Tel: 1(800) 526-6670 

Fax: (718) 537-3515 

1 (800) - FAIR - PLAY

1 (800) - 324 - 7752

information@thesandersfirm.com

mailto:information@thesandersfirm.com


Fort Lauderdale Office

101 NE Third Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

P: (954) 467-5800

F: (954) 467-5880

Long Island Office

855 Franklin Ave

Garden City, NY 11530

P: (516) 417-5700

F: (516) 741-6831

Newark Office

60 Park Place

Newark, NJ 07102

P: (973) 494-0600

F: (973 242-4244

New York Office

One Battery Park Plaza

24 Whitehall Street

New York, NY 10004

P: (212) 804-4200

F: (212) 344-8066

San Francisco Office

1051 Divisadero Street

San Francisco, CA 94115

P: (415) 561-8440

F: (415) 885-3922

Although we are still best known for 

our insurance and reinsurance 

practices, over the years our 

traditional strengths have broadened 

as our clients' needs have evolved. 

Since its founding in 1933, MCWG 

has served clients worldwide with 

innovative approaches to complex 

issues. Our practice areas span both 

industries and geographies, 

providing MCWG with in-depth 

knowledge of our clients' business 

and legal concerns.

www.moundcotton.com

http://www.moundcotton.com/


Proud Supplier

to

Speakerbus

and 

Veclipse

and now a 

Proud Supporter

of Q-8!

45 7th Street

Cambridge, MA 02141-1516

617-338-3111

www.vbosoftware.com

http://www.vbosoftware.com/






PERSHING RIFLES

COMPANY Q8

FALL õ68 PLEDGE CLASS

Les Albers John Algner

Clint Bond Mike Cain

Jim Cameron Joel Halprin

Bob Hambly George Jaeger

Mark Kennedy Ted LaMonte

Al Oltmer Stan Pohmer

Vincent Viveritto Paul Verry

Greg Vogel Jeff Zane
Hank Harken(F8, Syracuse University) 

Not òformeró brothers,éjust òoldó brothers.

Extends Congratulations and Best Wishes to the 

New Brothers of the 2009 Pledge Class

Keep the Tradition Alive!

For Q!  For Q!  For Q8!

In Memory of Mike Cain, Ted LaMonte and Charles Churchill



Congratulations

to the

Q-8 Alumni Association

for

Their Continuing Efforts 

to 

Assist ROTC Students

Keep Up the Good Work!

Lloyd & Lynne Wohlner



In honor of the members of the extended Wagner family who proudly 

served in the Armed Forces of the United States of America

Henry Layer*

SN2C

U.S. NAVY

WWI

Henry J. Layer*

PTR2C

U.S. NAVY

WWII

Dennis Layer*

MSG(R)

U.S. Air Force

Vietnam

William J. Wagner, Sr.*

SSG

U.S. ARMY Air Corps

WWII

William J. Wagner, Jr.

CPT

U.S. ARMY

Cold War

John R. Thomas

COL(R)

U.S. ARMY

Cold War

Gary H. Russ

1LT

U.S. ARMY

Cold War

When we were needed, we were thereé* - Deceased

Donald R. Kunz, Sr.*

S2C

U.S. NAVY

WWII

James Westhall*

S2C

U.S. NAVY

WWII

James Healey Sr.

U.S. NAVY

Vietnam

James Healey Jr.

U.S. NAVY

Cold War

Kelly Healey

U.S. NAVY

Cold War

Raymond Wagner*

SGT

U.S. ARMY

WWII

Richard Wagner*

PFC

U.S. ARMY

WWII

Ralph Wagner*

U.S. NAVY

WWII

Robert Wagner

U.S. NAVY

WWII

Robert White*

U.S. ARMY

WWII
George Maurer, Jr.*

U.S. ARMY

WWII

Donald R. Kunz, Jr.

U.S. NAVY

Vietnam




